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The common house mouse,
pictured to the right, is consid-
ered a commensal rodent—
that is, it “eats at the same
table” with humans. Like it or
not, they are here to stay and
there are some things you
should keep in mind if they’re
at your table.

Few pests evoke such con-
flicts as the house mouse.
They are cute, to the point
where some keep their rela-
tives as pets. For others, the
mere sight of one will cause a
house evacuation.

Humane societies are un-
decided on how to control
mice. They recognize the
need to keep their facilities
pest free, but how is that
done in a humane way? This
is not an easy question to
answer for those for whom it
is an issue.

opportunities to pass along
disease and viruses to peo-

ple.

Bobby Corrigan is a nation-
ally recognized expert in ro-
dent biology and control. His
work takes him into the thick
of rodent infestations. When
he speaks of the health haz-
ards of mice, he does so from
first hand experience. He
contracted Lymphocytic
choriomeningitis (LCM), a
virus passed to humans from
infected house mice that can

food that has been contami-
nated in some fashion by the
house mouse. Corrigan main-
tains that LCM is likely the
most serious mouse-borne
iliness to the general public.
It is not easy for Doctors to
diagnose and is often written
off as the common flu.

Mice are also known to be
carriers of salmonella, a food
borne iliness much in the
news today.

The cute mouse in the pic-
ture above seems harmless
enough. The devil is in the
details. That little bite of the
carrot; that quick run across
the counter; Ample time and
exposure to release an invisi-
ble pathogen in your home
and food supply.

The moral to the story is to
deal swiftly with

Did you know that termites
produce 11% of the world’s
natural atmospheric methane,
a “green house gas”? (EPA)
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| recently received a call
about a concern regarding
squirrels in a house. They
could be heard occasionally in
the attic, one was caught on
the first floor and released in
the woods, and the pet cat
had found one in the base-
ment. This is unusual as gray

squirrels are usually only in
the attic.

Upon further investigation
the problem turned out to be
a family of flying squirrels.
Yes, the same kind that in-
spired the Rocky and Bullwin-
kle show!

Flying squirrels are the only
nocturnal squirrel. They are
gliders,
and can
travel
through-
outa
house!




ANt Rant

Ant Sally: Ahhh, feel that warm sun! | know us to everyone they talked to on the phone.

spring is nearby when this happens.

Karl the Worker: Yeah, | feel it but don't get
too excited, It's only February.

Ant Sally: That's why | am excited! | love to
surprise those humans. They never expect
us this time of year. 1 just love to see their

faces when we come out in droves. And the

names they call us! | just can’t repeat it.

Karl the Worker: You don’t need to. | hear it

every year.

Ant Sally: Last Thursday was a day to re-
member. | bet a hundred of our finest ran
out of the nest and crawled throughout this
house. Wow did we create a stir for this
Rochester family. They were talking about

We even made it into their text messages! |
must say, it was one fine rally!

Karl the Worker: You have me to thank for
that. | organized the whole thing. The
queen never knew it was coming! We work-
ers are really the strength of this colony.
Without us there would be no nest to live in,
no food to eat.

Ant Sally: Don’t get too big of a head there,
Karl. Without the queen, there would be
nothing to organize.

Karl the Worker: | know. It just seems we
workers don’t get the respect that is due.
Just listen to those humans. Last Thursday
when we all ran through the house, all |
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(Overheard)

could hear was, “Where are they coming
from? We’ve got to find the queen!” Don’t
they realize that if our queen died, we'd
simply elect a new one? In fact, | think you
would make a pretty fine queen, Sally.

Ant Sally: | bet you say that to all the work-
ers.

Karl the Worker: 1 like your spunk, Sally.
You really enjoy making life miserable for
the humans. You've got what it takes to be
a good queen.

Ant Sally: You make me blush. Well, let's
get back to the work at hand. When is our
next big rally?

Karl the Worker: I'll twitch my antenna
when it's time. The best is yet to come!
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED HERE!

Q: What are some of the pros tankless

and cons of tankless water heat-
ers?

systems

reduce this time, and your

A: Tankless water heaters
have been in use in Europe for
many years. In recent years
they have been increasingly
popular in the states. They
offer significant energy sav-
ings over conventional water
heaters, but there are some
things to consider.

First, tankless systems are
much more costly to purchase.
When considering a purchase
of a new hot water system, it

savings.

systems

of time and water needed to
finally find the hot! Pump

Having said that, tankless

standard for the future. They
just make so much sense.

So you can ride the wave of
the future now, but your sav-
ings come in about 20 years.

system is the amount

can be installed to

are likely to be the

o

the stand point of safety. |
have spoken with firemen who
have been to house fires
caused by the coils. On the
other hand my neighbor is a
fireman and he has them on
his house. | think the key to
safety is having them profes-
sionally installed, and con-
nected to an outlet protected
from water by a ground fault
interrupter circuit.

ASK JOHN!

Ice damming is best dealt
with by ensuring adequate

attic insulation and ventila-

Q: We have an ice damming
problem on our roof. Are heat
coils safe and effective?

tion. Once that is in place,
some houses will still have

localized buildup problems.
Heating coils can be a good

solution for those areas, par-
ticularly where snow tends to
drift and collect.

My home has some ice dam-

is best to consider lifetime ~[one

costs, including purchase ~ 80C

price, installation, energy =

costs, and lifespan. To realize A: Heat coils are electrical
the savings, it is important to ~ wires that are installed on

be in the house for the long N roof ends and valleys to pre-
run. These same considera- = vent snow and ice buildup.
tions come into play when When turned on they warm up
considering upgrading to a 7\ slightly, enough to melt ice.

high efficiency furnace.
A common complaint of the

| have heard different opin-
ions about heating coils from

ming and my solution has been
using a roof ]

rake in heav-
ier snows.
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