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    This is the time of year 
when summer’s sun has not 
only brought on the harvest, 
but also the unpleasant possi-
bility of attack by stinging 
insects.  And of those, the 
yellow jacket is the most com-
mon. 

    Yellow jackets begin their 
single cell nests in the spring 
when a fertile female finds an 
appropriate nesting site and 
builds a small paper nest.  
The nest will grow very slowly 
as individual eggs hatch, the 
larva grow and pupate, and  
adults emerge. 

    As temperatures rise in 
June and July, the period from 
egg to adult is shortened and 
the nest grows rapidly.  It hits 
it’s peak in September with 
warm sunny days.  What 
started as a nest the size of 
your thumbnail can now be 
two feet in diameter, with 
hundreds of workers caring 
for young and expanding the 
nest. 

    It is common in August to 
look up in the sky on a sunny 

day and see yellow jackets on 
a trail between their nest and 
a food supply.  And that nest 

could be in your home! 

    Yellow jackets are versaltile 
nesters and will take advan-
tage of several sites to build 
their home.  Here are a few 
favorite spots: 

  - Attics:  Through an exterior 
hole, nests are built under 
insulation. 

  - Foundations:  Hollow blocks 
and basement sills in back of 
insulation are favored areas. 

  - Yard Holes:  Holes made by 
voles, woodchucks, etc. are 
perfect locations to build a 
nest protected from enemies. 

  - Tree Limbs:  This is a more 
common site for hornets, but 

yellow jackets occasionally 
build hanging nests in trees. 

    A single yellow jacket sting 
for most people is nothing 
more than a bad horse fly 
bite, stinging at first, then 
itching.  But for others, it can 
be a matter of life and death.  
Multiple stings can cause the 
body to go into shock requir-
ing immediate medical atten-
tion.  An Allergic reaction to a 
sting can bring on death if it is 
not  treated promptly. 

    Here are a couple of tips 
that can make your summer 
sting-free: 

  - If allergies to stings run in 
your family, have your house 
inspected in August for nests.  
They are easy to miss unless 
you are looking for them. 

  - If you find a nest on your 
property, have it treated pro-
fessionally.  It’s not worth a 
trip to the hospital.  And treat-
ing a nest  in the wrong way 
can make the problem worse. 
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        Did You Know? 

• Yellow Jackets are at 
their peak now?  

• Not all pest inspectors 
find the pests? 

• When to upgrade your 
electric panel? 
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T H E  P E S T  I N S P E C T O R ’ S  J O U R N A L !  
THE ODD    -    THE  SCARY    -    THE HUMOROUS  

    Pest Inspectors are easy to 
find these days, but are they 
all the same? 

    I did a home and pest in-
spection on a house in 
Greece recently that had seri-
ous termite damage to the sill 
plate of the basement.  Large 

sections needed replacing 
that would cost in the thou-
sands of dollars.  This dam-
age was found not by visual 
clues, but by probing the 
wood with a screwdriver. 

    Upon discovering the prob-
lem, the sellers had their own 

pest inspector check out the 
problem.  His report showed 
no problems with termites; 
nothing was seen.  When later 
told by the realtor where the 
damage was, he found it and 
apologized for missing it. 

    Call the Experts! 

A Taste For Wood 
A Three Hour Credit Bearing 

Course for Real Estate 

Professionals, sponsored by 
the GRAR. 
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   - When there is no expan-
sion room in the panel.  
There may be ample power 
available, but if there is no 
room for new circuits, the 
best option is to upgrade 
the service.  In some cases, 
this can be done by adding 
a sub panel. 
   -Fused circuits. Though it 
can be argued that fuses 
are safer than breakers, 
their presence usually go 
hand in hand with an under-

A: This sounds like a consider-
able problem.  Whenever 
there is  visual bowing or 
shifting of the wall, the re-
pairs will be quite expensive.  
A couple things about base-
ment wall cracks: 
   1) Vertical cracks by and 
large are usually less of a 
problem than horizontal 
cracks.  Vertical cracks often 
occur due to settling and usu-
ally do not need immediate 
attention.  They do need to 
be monitored, though, for 
movement. 
   2) Horizontal cracks usually 
occur from pressure on the 
outside wall.  This can come 
from water, tree roots, and 
shifting soils.  These kinds of 
pressures can cause walls to 

fail and need remediation 
soon.  It’s with horizontal 
cracks that bowing and wall 
displacement occurs. 

A:  There are three main 
situations where I will recom-
mend an upgrade for the 
electric panel. 
   - When the incoming power  
(amperage) does not meet 
the needs for the house.  As a 
rule of thumb, 100 amps can 
handle three major appli-
ances (dryer, central AC, 
etc.).  150 Amps can handle 
five major appliances.  Most 
new construction uses 200 
amps. 

sized system.  Breakers are 
also simpler to use. 

 
 
 
 

A: This 
past 
March I 
was 
called 
to an 
elderly man’s home that 
had a rat infestation.  Rats 
freely ran through the base-
ment and living areas.  It 
was a  sanitation crisis.  
Solving this problem made a 
safer, cleaner home for the 
owner. 

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED HERE! 

Phone: 585-216-1085 
Fax: 585-381-5143 

“Your First Defense Against 
Pest Invasion!” 

We’re on the Web! 
www.fraysierhome.com 

   ASK  JOHN! 

CastleGuard Pest Management 

Q:  While walking through a 
home during the open house, 
we noticed a crack in the base-
ment wall, with some bowing.  
How big of a problem is this? 

Q:  When do you recommend 
an upgrade for an electric 
panel? 

Q:  I’m sure you get asked 
this a lot, but what is the 
worst thing you have seen 
while investigating pest prob-
lems? 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



